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Abstract

KEY WORJ : PRAN NORA '

Researcher :  TEERAWAT CHANGSAN

The purpose of this reseaarch is to study the histiory,The
roles, the dances,aﬁd the masks of Pran Nora. Pran Nora 1s  the
hunter who is an importént figure in Nora theatre in province of
southern Thaltand — Nakbon 5i Thammarat ,Phathalung, Songkhla,
and Trang. The study was done by interciewing senior Pran Noras who
are well knowyand respectable, and observing their performance

demonstrations,

The study found that Pran Nova was probably originated and
developed along with Nora theatre. Pran Nora were both male and
femalc. There were twe kKinds of dance patLefng. The [lirst
compriscd specific gestures of Pran Nora such as Phloh (first
curtain appcarance), Thong Rong (walking around on stage), Yal Pran
{torso movements), Naad Song Muc (arms Movements), Wal Pran
(Paying respect), Thawai Bang Khom (paying respect Lo the Lord
Ram Sad Muang (swift hand movements) , and Chee New Phee (finger
Pointing). The second comprised mimetic gesturcs imitating woman

or dnimals by uwsing parts of the body or some dance props.



Two  kinds of masks were found-- male and [female. Male
mask was always red and female mask was either white or tan. Male
Pran Nora played many roles such as narrator, clown, and other
dramatic characters. Female Pran Nora Perfarmed SUPPOTLing
characters.

Male Pran Nora dressed in traditional loin cloth with
wrapping tail or loosing tail with bare chest. Female Pran Nora
dressed  in  traditional loin cloth with wrapping tail, and

traditional Llouse or shawl wrapping the top part.

Throughout the two year field study, Pran Nora actual
performance had not heen seen. It is likely that Pran Nora nearly

comes to its extinction.
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